
SDG 04: 

QUALITY EDUCATION 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 04: Facts and figures 

• Enrolment in primary education in developing countries has 

reached 91 per cent but 57 million children remain out of school; 

• More than half of children that have not enrolled in school live in 

sub-Saharan Africa; 

• An estimated 50 per cent of out-of-school children of primary 

school age live in conflict-affected areas; 

• 103 million youth worldwide lack basic literacy skills, and more 

than 60 per cent of them are women. 



GOAL 04: Targets 

• Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of 

sources,  

• By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable 

and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant 

and Goal-4 effective learning outcomes; 

• By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early 

childhood development, care and preprimary education so that 

they are ready for primary education; 

• By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable 

and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including 

university; 

• By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults 

who have relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, 

for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship; 

• By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure 

equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for 

the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous 

peoples and children in vulnerable situation; 

• By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of 

adults, both men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy; 

• By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills 

needed to promote sustainable development, including, among 

others, through education for sustainable development and sus-

tainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a 

culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and apprecia-

tion of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustaina-

ble development; 

• Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability 

and gender sensitive and provide safe, nonviolent, inclusive and 

effective learning environments for all; 



GOAL 04: Targets 

• By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships 

available to developing countries, in particular least developed 

countries, small island developing States and African countries, 

for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training 

and information and communications technology, technical, engi-

neering and scientific programmes, in developed countries and 

other developing countries; 

• By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, 

including through international cooperation for teacher training in 

developing countries, especially least developed countries and 

small island developing states. 





Before the coronavirus crisis, the proportion of children and youth out 

of primary and secondary school had declined from 26 per cent in 

2000 to 19 per cent in 2010 and 17 per cent in 2018.  

Despite some progress, 258 million children and youth were still out 

of school in 2018, of which three quarters lived in sub-Saharan Africa 

and Southern Asia. Girls face more barriers than boys at the primary 

level. Globally, around 5.5 million more girls than boys of primary 

school age were out of school in 2018.  

The disadvantage girls face is more prominent in sub-Saharan Africa, 

where there were 128 girls for every 100 boys out of primary school 

that year. 
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In 2020, as COVID-19 spreads across the globe, more than 190 coun-

tries have implemented nationwide school closures. About 90 per cent 

of all students (1.57 billion) were out of school.  

Although distance learning solutions are provided in four out of five 

countries with school closures, at least 500 million children and youth 

are currently excluded from these options.  

The sheer magnitude of school closures is likely to set back progress 

on access to education. 



 



 





 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

EDUCATION  

IS NOT  

PREPARATION 

FOR LIFE;  

EDUCATION IS 

LIFE ITSELF 



 



 






